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Focus of the presentation 

The role of public policies in incentivising 

the use of remittances for financing 

sustainable development 



Public policies and migration: 

A typology 

Migration policies 
narrowly conceived 

 

• Regulation of flows 
 

• Immigrant 
integration 

 

• Returnees re-
integration 

Migration-related 
development policies 

• Reducing social 
costs 

 

• Promoting brain 
circulation 

 

• Engaging diasporas 
 

• Remittances 

Non-migration 
sectoral development 

policies 

 

 

• With an impact on 
and affected by 
migration 

PUBLIC POLICIES 



Most remittance-related policies 

aim at 

• Strengthen competition between MTOs 
• Avoid exclusive partnerships 

• Remittance observatories 

• Encourage new technologies: mobile remittances 

Lowering the costs of remittances 

• Diaspora fairs 

• Financial education programmes 

• Diaspora bonds 

• Collective remittances: Programme 3x1 

Chanelling remittances towards 
productive investment 
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Interrelations between public policies, 

migration and development 
Case studies and policy recommendations 

 

Sectoral 

development 

policies 

10 country studies 

International 

migration 

Cross-country analysis 

Overall objective: Enhance the capacity of partner countries to incorporate migration 

into the design and implementation of their development strategies. 

January 2013 – December 2016 



Partner countries 
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Decision to 
send (or not) 

Volume and 
frequency 

Use of 
remittances 

How can sectoral development 

policies affect remittances? 

 Substitution effect 

 

 Complementarity effect 

Public policies Remittance 

senders 

Remittance 

recipients 



Sectoral development policies play a key role 

by creating an enabling environment 

Investment 
& financial 
services 
policies 

Agricultural 
policies 

Education 
& skills 
policies 

Health & 
social 

protection 
policies 

• More efficient and widely 

available financial services 

• Tax exemptions & subsidies 

• Financial education 

 

• Health benefits 

• Pensions 

 

• More secure land rights 

• Subsidies 

• Crop insurance 

• Agricultural training 

• Conditional cash transfers 

• Scholarships 

• Non monetary benefits 



Policy implications 

Sectoral development policies play a key 
role in creating an enabling environment for 
using remittances for financing sustainable 
development 

Need to better integrate migration and 
remittances into development strategies 

Need to coordinate policies to ensure more 
policy coherence for sustainable 
development 
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